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iagara-on-the-Lake is a well-
known summer getaway for 
theatergoers, wine lovers and 
shoppers. But few people, I 

suspect, have discovered the charms of the 
place in winter.

I hadn�t until a few years ago when 
a friend and I showed up in December 
for the Candlelight Stroll, described as 
a �guided stroll through the historical 
town, accompanied by local choirs 
and seasonal entertainment.� The 
description didn�t do the event justice.

For the stroll (this year it�s at 6:30 
p.m. Friday, Nov. 30), the town�s main 
thoroughfare�Queen Street�is closed 
to traf�c. The scene as we approached 
was straight out of a Victorian 
postcard. The street was aglow from 
end-to-end with lights and ornaments, 

boughs, wreaths, ribbons and candles, 
and it seemed as though the whole 
town had come out for the event.

Among the people mixing and 
mingling, we spotted people selling candles. 
As we paid our $3, we noticed the candles 
actually were keepsake votives printed 
with a winter scene by Trisha Romance�a 
beloved local artist who specializes in 
scenes of small towns and family life. 
Proceeds from sales of the candles were 
being donated to a children�s charity.

Promptly at 6:30 p.m., the town 
crier beckoned from the steps of the 
historic courthouse, inviting all to 
come near and welcome the honorary 
marshals as they arrived in a horse-
drawn sleigh. The Lord Mayor said a 
few words, and the festivities got under 
way with a carol sing-along. Father 

Christmas was on hand for the youngsters 
and to help collect food donations.

The courthouse caroling continued 
as people headed in different directions 
to hear�and join in with�some of the 
other groups performing. There were 
church choirs, �fe and drum corps, 
barbershop quartets, madrigal singers 
and an assortment of choruses. The 
Bethany Bell Ringers, a group of girls 
who play songs on hand bells, were 
my favorite. The combination of crisp 
winter air and the dulcet tones of the 
multiple-octave bells was spellbinding. 

The sights and sounds of the season 
were warming our hearts�but not 
our �ngertips. Eventually we needed 
some relief from the cold, so we headed 
to a stand for hot apple cider and 
roasted chestnuts. Many of the shops 
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BEST THING NEXT TO A REINDEER. Horse-drawn carriage rides are one of several offerings that make this spot an unexpected holiday destination.
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WINTER WONDERLAND. Niagara-on-the-Lake exudes as much charm in winter as in 

summer. The Weather Pine Inn (top) offers five guest rooms with down-to-earth comfort.

Riverbend Inn sits just outside Niagara-on-the-Lake. The Georgian mansion was recently 

restored (above). The clock tower (right) is a familiar landmark for visitors.
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